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Greetings & Civilities

Good morning ................... Wasuze otya nno? (literally 'how was your night?')
Good afternoon.................. Osiibye otya nno? (literally, 'how was your day?")
Good evening.................... Osiibye otya nno?

[The one asked responds with "Bulungi” (i.e. 'fine') and repeats the inquiry]

Hi? (informal).............cocooeeeeveveiaiiaineannn, Ki kati?

How are you?.......cccoeevevieeiienieeieeie e Oli otya?

Tam OKo..oooiieiiiieeeeeeeeeeee e Gyendi

Have a nice day.......cccccooeeveriiniinenicnicnens Siiba bulungi

Good night.......c.cocveviieieiiiieeeeen Sula bulungi (on retiring)
Farewell (to one person)........ccccceevveeeuveennneen. Weeraba

Farewell (to several people)........ccccecvveuneennee. Mweraba

Welcome (to one person)...........ccccveeeveennenne. Tukusanyukidde
Welcome (to several people)........ccceevuenneen. Tubasanyukidde

See you later.......oocveevieeiieiiiiieieeeeeee, Tunaalabagana
Please......cooeeiieiiieiiieeecee e Mwattu

Please shut the door.........ccccoeceeiiiiiininnen. Mwattu ggalawo oluggi
Please clean my room...........c.cccceeeveeveeennennne. Mwattu longoosa ekisenge kyange
Please come in........cceevevveeviieeciie e Mwattu yingira

Please sit dOWN.......cceevveriiniiiieniiiieiceiee Mwattu tuula wansi
Thank you.......ccceeveiieviieeeeeeeeeeeee e, Weebale

You are welcome........c.eeeceveeevieeeciieeeieeeen, Kale

Excuse me (to get attention)............cceeeeveennnnns Owange

Pardon? (What did you say?)........ccccceeuveennneen. Wangi? / Ogambye ki?
I'm sorry (apology).....ccoveeeeeveeeciieeciieeeree e, Nsonyiwa
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Meeting People
What is your name.................... Erinnya lyo ggwe ani?
My Name iS......ccceveevueerneeeneannen. Erinnya lyange nze....

Forms of Address

It is considered polite to show respect to older people regardless of their station in life. Respectful forms
of address should be used when addressing superiors.

STt Ssebo
Madam.........cccoeveeeiiinreereenen. Nnyabo
MI i Mwami
MEIS ittt Mukyala
Age
How old are you?........c.cceovveecvveeninnns Olina emyaka emeka?
Tam. oo Nina......
20 years old........ccoeeeeeiieniieiens Emyaka abiri (20)
35 years old.....cccocveeeeiiiiiieen Emyaka asatu mu etaano (35)
Body Language

Shaking hands in Buganda/Uganda is a common practice for both men and women. It is appropriate to
shake hands when being introduced to somebody, when visiting somebody in their house, or when you
haven't seen somebody for a while. Hugging is also common for both men and women. It is appropriate
to hug if you haven't seen a friend for a while. Kissing in public is frowned upon.

m Back to outline

Nationalities

Where are you from?................. Ova ludda wa?

Tam from........ccoovveviiieieecieeeee Nva....
Belgium........ccoceevvveeeiiieieee. Bubirigi
Canada.......ccccceevveeeeieeeiieeeieens Kanada
EgYPtaeiciiiiiiiieieieeeeee, Misiri
England.......c.oooooiiiiiii, Bungereza
Europe......cccoeeveeiienieiieiieen, Bulaaya
France.....cccccoooveniiiiiiiiice Bufalansa
Germany........cccoeeeeevveeeniieeenneenn. Budaaki
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GIEECE....veevieiieeiieeiie et Buyonaani
India.....cooooiiiiiiee e Buyindi
[taly..oooeeie, Yitale
Japan........cccooviviiiiiniii, Japaani
Kenya......cocovvviiiiiiiiieeeieeees Kenya
Sudan.......c.ccocevieniiniiinienee Sudaani
Tanzania.........cccoeeevveecneenieenenne. Tanzaniya
USA. ., Amerika

Tam a/an.....ccoccoiiiiiiiiniiieeee Ndi
AMErican........ccceeeveeeeveeenieeeennn. Mumerika
ATaD...ooiiii Muwalabu
Belgian........ccoooevvieeiiiieeiieeiees Mubirigi
British......ccccooiiiiiii, Mungereza
Canadian.........cccoceeveevieniencennenne. Mukanada
Egyptian.......ccccoeevveeviieeieeeieen, Mumisiri
French......ccoccovviiiiiiiiiee, Mufalansa
German..........cceeeeeeveenieenieeieene Mudaaki
GreeK.....ooeeereeneeiinienciceeee, Muyonaani
Indian........cccoeeveeeienciieiecieeeee, Muyindi
Italian........ccoceeeeieeinieeeieeeeee, Muyitale
Japanese.........ccoeeeerieeiienieeien, Mujapaani
Kenyan.........cccoovveveienieecieeneeeen, Munnakenya
Sudan........cccoeeevieeeiieeiie e, Musudani
Tanzania.........cccoeeveeevveneeenieennnnne, Mutanzaniya
Foreigner........ccccoeevvveeeveeecieeenee. Mugwiira, Munnamawanga

m Back to outline

Occupations

What is your occupation?................ Okola mulimu ki?

Tama/an......ccoocevevvenieiiniceene Ndi....
Accountant..........coeceeveeeneennennn Mubazi wa bitabo
ACtOr/ACtIesS.....ccecvveeereeeeireennne, Muzannyi wa katemba
Architect........covvveeviieeiieeieeeee, Muzimbi
Businessperson.............ccccveenneenee. Musuubuzi
Carpenter........cceeveeeeveeenveeennnennn Mubazzi
ClerK...ovoevieeiieieeieieeee Kalaani
DOCtOr..cceviiiiiiiiiiiiceece Musawo
DIivVer..coocciieeiieeeeeeeeeeee. Dereeva
Engineer.........cccoeevveeiienineieenen. Yinginiya
Farmer........ccooeiiiiniiiiis Mulimi
Journalist........ccccoeeviieiieniiienenne, Munnamawulire
Lawyer....ccoovevieeiieciecieeeeeeen Looya/Puliida/Munnamateeka
MechanicC.........ccceveeeeiieeeciieeeneeens Makanika
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MUSICIAN.....ceeiieiieeieeiieeie e Muyimbi

NUISC..ccevvieeiieeeiiieeeieeeiveeeivee s Naasi / Mujjanjabi

Civil Servant.........ccoceevevvineennenne Mukozi wa gavumenti

Scientist......cceeeveereeecieenieeieeieenne Munnasaayansi

Secretary.....ccceeeeeeecieeeniieeeiee e Sekulitale/Muwandiisi Student..........cccceeevveeerieencveennneen. Muyizi
Teacher......coceevevieniiiiiicee, Musomesa

Volunteer .......cccoeeveeieeceenneenen. Nnakyewa

Waiter.....coooveeeiieeieeeciee e Musumaami

Self Employed.........cccceeevvenvennnnnn. Neekolera gyange

Unemployed.......ccccooevveerveeenneens Sirina mulimu

Eﬁ- Back to outline
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Religion

What is your religion?..........cccceceevennne. Oli wa ddiini ki?

Tam .o Ndi
CatholiC...cuevvevieieiecieeeece Mukatuliki
Christian.........cccovoeeeveeniieenieiieeeee Mukulisitu
Anglican/Protestant.............ccccceenneee. Mukulisitaayo
Born Again Christian ...........cccce..... Mulokole
Hindu.......ooooviiiiiieeeee e, Muyindu
Jewish. .o Muyudaaya
Muslim......coooeeverieniiienee e Musiraamu
OrthodoX.....ccocveeviieiiiiieeiceee Musodookisi
Seventh-Day Adventist...................... Museveniside
SiKh.ooiiiiiiee e Musingasinga
Traditionalist.........cocceveeveriieneenennene Musamize

m Back to outline

Family

ThiS 1S MY..ceeovieeiieiieieeieeeeeeieeee. Ono ye
Mother.......cooovveeiiiieeiieieeeeeeee, Maama wange
Father......coooovveeiiiiiieeee Taata wange
Wi, Mukyala wange Husband............cccocceniiniinnnnnene Mwami
wange
Child......cooiieeieeeeee e, Mwana wange
Nephew/Niece.......ccccevveereerreeeeenne. Mwana wange
Grandchild..........ccoeveviiiiiiiieiee. Muzzukulu wange
SON..iiiiiiieeeeeee e Mutabani wange
Daughter........ccccccevvieenieniieiieeeee. Muwala wange
Older brother/sister..........c.cccccvveenneen. Mukulu wange
Younger brother/sister........................ Muto wange
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Sibling (Same SeX)........cceevveerueerveennens Muganda wange
Sibling (Opposite SEX)......ccevveerveeennennn Mwannyinaze
Aunt (paternal)........cccceeeeveerienennnnnen. Ssenga wange
Aunt (maternal)........ccccoveveiienienneenen. Maama wange omuto
Uncle (paternal)........cccceeeeveeenveeennenn. Taata wange omuto
Uncle (maternal)..........cceeveveveniennnnnn. Kojja wange
Cousin (paternal).........cccceevveenveenennne. Muganda wange / Mwannyinaze
Cousin (maternal).........ccccceereueeniennene Kizibwe wange (also maama omuto/kojja)
Grandparent..........ccceeeeeeereeeieeneennnen. Jjajja wange
Great uncle/aunt............cccoveevveeeennennn. Jjajja wange
Father-in-1aw.........cccooooveviieniniien, Ssezaala wange
Mother-in-law..........cccccovevveerreennennnen. Nnyazaala wange
Friend......cccoooiiiiiiiie, Mukwano gwange
Do you have any brothers or sisters......Olina bagandabo oba bannyoko?
Are you married?........cccoeeveeiienneennnn. Oli mufumbo?
[ 'am not married..........ccoceenieninnennne Siri mufumbo
I am married........ccoceevveveencnienieenne. Ndi mufumbo
Do you have any children?................... Olina abaana?
I don't have any children....................... Sirina baana
I don't have any children yet.................. Sinnafuna baana
Thave.....coooiiiiiee Nina
ONE SOM...ouvieniieieieieeieee e Omutabani omu
One daughter..........ccocevvveveeneencnicnenne Omuwala omu
Three Sons.....c..cevevvevieneeienereeeee, Abatabani basatu
Two daughters.........ceeveeveieerciienieens Abawala babiri

m Back to outline
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Feelings

Tam...ii e,
ANGIY ..ot Ndi munyiivu
Cold.neiieiieiieeee e Mpulira empewo
Determined..........ccoeeeeveeenieeeiieeniiene Ndi mumalirivu
Full..oeeieeeee e, Ndi mukkufu
Happy..ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen Ndi musanyufu
HOt. e Mpulira ebbugumu
Hungry......coooeeieviiieieeeeeee, Enjala ennuma
Sad....oiiiieeiieee Ndi munakuwavu
Scared.....coeeevieeiieeeee e Ntidde
SICK.ceuviieieeie et Ndi mulwadde
Thirsty...oeeeeieeeiieeeieeeee e Ennyonta ennuma
Tired. oo Nkooye
Worried......cooeeevvevieeiieieeieeeee e, Ndi mweraliikirivu
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Language Problems

Do you speak English?...........ccccccuuee.e. Omanyi olungereza?
Yes, 1 doeiiiiiiiiiiieeeieeee Weewawo
NO, I dONOt..ceeeeeeiiiiiiee Nedda
I can only speak a little Luganda............... Oluganda mmanyi lutonotono
Does any one here speak english?............ Wano waliwo amanyi olungereza?
Do you understand?..........c.cccccvveeereennnnen. Otegeera?
Tunderstand..........ccccoeveeviieiiiniieies Ntegeera
I don't understand..........c.cccceeeevierureennennne. Sitegeera
How do you say "...." in Luganda?.. ........ Mu Luganda ogamba otya nti "...."?
What does this mean?............ccccceeeveenennne Kino kitegeeza ki?
Please speak slowly!.....c.ccccvvvvvvirennennnne. Mwattu yogera mpolampola
Write that word down for me................... Ekigambo ekyo kimpandiikire
Please repeat it.......ccceevveeeeenieenieenieennnen. Mwattu kiddemu
Please translate for me...........ccccccoeeneennee. Mwattu nzivuunulira
m Back to outline
Interests
What are your hobbies?...................... Biki by'oyagala okukola?
THKe...oveeiieiieeeeeeeeeee e, Njagala.....
I'donotlike......ccoouerveniniiniiniiinne Saagala....
DISCOS.c.uvieiieiieeiieteeeeee e Disiko
Filme.oocoiiiii Firimu
Going shopping.........cccceeeevvevieecvrenneens Kugenda mu maduuka
MUSIC..coenvieiieeiieeeeee e Nnyimba
Playing games/sports..........cccccveerevennee. Kuzannya mizannyo
Reading books.........cceeevveeviieeniinen. Kusoma bitabo
SWIMMING.....cccveveeveeiinieneieeicneene Kuwuga
Jogging/Running............cccceevvvervreneennen. Kudduka
BiKing.....cooovieeiiiiiieeee e Kuvuga ggaali
Photography ........cccoevvveiiinieiiiene, Kukuba bifaananyi
To play SOCCET.....ccuvveeiieeiiieeiiieeieene Kuzannya kapiira
To play tennis........ccceceeveeeiieneeeieenen. Kuzannya tena
Travelling/ going out..........cccceevveeeveennenns Kutambulako
Watching TV....cccoooiiiiiiiieeieeeees Kulaba Tivvi
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Some Useful Phrases
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Look! .o, Laba!
Listen!....cooiiiiiii, Woaulira!
Tamready.....ccoooeeveeniiiiiiiiieeeee, Nneetegese

Slow down!.......cccvveviiiniieiecieeiee, Genda mpola!

Hurry up!l..ee e, Yanguwa!

Come here........coccveevieeiienieeieeiieeien, Jangu wano

GO AWAY ! ..eviiiieiecieeeee e Genda eri!

Watch out!.......oooiiiiiii Wegendereze!

Helpme ....ccoooeviiiiiiieeeeeee Nnyamba

Itis possible.......ccccvverrieeciieeiieeieee Kisoboka

It is not possible........ccoeceeeciierieiciienias Tekisoboka

T £OrgOt..cccvieiieeiieeieeeeee e Neerabidde

It is important..........cccoeveerieeiienieeeeee, Kikulu

It is not important...........cccceevveenirennnnnne. Si kikulu

What is the time?.........ccccovviiiiininenn Saawa mmeka?
Where are you going?.........cccccevevveruennen. Ogenda wa?

What is this called?...........cccooveevrenenen. Kino kiyitibwa kitya?
What is that?........cccoeevvieiiieeiieeieeee, Ekyo kiki?

Can I take a photo (of you)?.................... Nsobola okukuba ekifananyi?
Can I take a photo (of that)?.................... Ekyo nsobola okukikuba ekifananyi?
Do you live here?.......c.cccccevvinvivienicnnnn Obeera wano?

It doesn't matter..........cceevveevienieeniiennnen, Ssi kigambo / Tofaayo
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